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The Dennis H. Murphy Valedictory Issue 


Paddy Murphy (bom 12 May 195! i studied biology ui the Uni vers by of Durham, England, 
graduating in 195 2 w ith a Class 31 Division I honours degree in Zoology, lie joined the Medical 
ResearchCouncil of Gambia, West Africans an entomologist, from 1955 to 196(1. Tn t%0 he 
served ns I ,ecturer at die University of Malaya in Singapore until 1975 when he was promuicd 
to Senior Lecturer, Ten years later, in 19K3, he w lls promoted to Associate Professor, in which 
post he is now retiring from service after 31 lung, faithful and productive years. 

While reaching at the University he enrolled tor his Pb.D. candidature in the Field of his 
expertise, namely tlte systematic^ of Colic mho la (springlailsk Rut. somehow-, because ol his 
unique love and special nil radio ii for the forest, where he would spend days on end and years 

unettd i ng. eo l lee ting tnsc e t s a nd othe r arthropods to wliet hi s e normous lux nnom i e nppeti te, he 
never managed to write tip and submit his PhTk thesis. In any case, Paddy's contemporary and 
colleague in die Department* Herbert Fernando mow Full Professoral Waterloo University, 
Canada), has very aptly said: ’Tie is much more titan a Ph,D.' r Paddy's vast and wide-ranging 
knowledge of not only the insects but olliet animals as well, is legendary. Students and staff 
members alike would invariably consult him when they have an identification problem. He 
would almost always he able to rattle ul f a name with just one glance at die animal. Such is his 
knowledge and familiarity with our local fauna. Indeed, he may be dubbed ’'The Walking 
Dictionary". 

Paddy’s research interest may be broadly categorised into two areas: 

11 General 

at Sy.v/ffrtffr/ti'j - Singapore insects in general and World Collembola and Onehidiueea 
i Mollusc a) in particular, 

b) i Mangrove ecology - insect-plant relationships, phyto sociology, herbivory. 
c} / hi: ary of papa hi sion dynamics 

2) Special 

a) Syxicmatics - Oriental Odonata, Grlhoptera ( Aendidac, Tettigormdae, Gryllidae), Fhas- 
rtiatodeu, Dictyoptera, Isoplera. Diptera fCalyptmtac, Mic rope/idae, Sepsidae. Lon- 
chaeidae), Humoptera t'Fulgoroidea. Psylloidea, Aleyrodoidea), E lei nip turn (tjerrnideah 
H ymenoptera < 1 -o n ti ic idae). 

b) Taxnnomy and Biology aj Mangrove Insects Special studies of oriental mangrove 
Lepiduptc ra (Pyraiidae. Noctuidae, Xylorictiduei, Cole op Lera {Sen Ivi idae, PI ary pod idae. 
Oedema ridue and some Chrysomelidael, and some Crustacea (On be idae. Sphaeromaii- 
dae i art d M i d I use a ((. J n c h id i ace a, El I obi ace a i. 

cl Ecology of Mongrove Fauna - Special studies of inland forest phyto-sociology, herbivory, 
timber decomposition, inter-tidal insects and isopods, and diptera of public health impor¬ 
tance. 

dt Museum development - Development of (he Zoological Reference Collection: develop¬ 
ment of keys for genus level identification of Southeast Asian insects. 

Because Paddy Murphy is an avid and persistent collector, not only ol insects hut also of other 
animal fauna, he has secured so many animals of interest that the local museum and museums 
overseas {especially the British Museum) have bene lilted from his work Also because of his 
fame as the most outstanding insect taxonomist in the region, Paddy serves as consultant to 
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several com pan it-s in the identification of medical. forestry. agricultural and stored products 
pests. 

Professor Murphy has supervised many Honours, M.Sc. and Ph,D, students in his M) years 
of academic life. One of his latest Ph.D. products is none other than Dr Peter Mg who is now 
n lecturer in rhe Department of Zoology, NILS, and an authority on the systematic^ of Crustacea 
(Deeapndu) and Co-Editor of this journal. 

Murphy’s most sign ill cant contributions to science had been in the field of sprtngluil.s 
rCollembola.i. But now that Iris interest lies in mangrove systematics and ecology, the scientific 
world can expect great and significant contributions in this area. Now that lie is retiring and has 
time to write up the voluminous amount of data he has collected over the years, his greatest 
contributions wi11 no doubt tomc rolling oft 11re piess in tlte years alLead, N a douht he w i ] I prove 
everybody wrong when he churns out his publicatkuifi in a mosl prolific, dynamic and 
unexpected way. In my judgment hisfmesl hour is dawning, and the true scientific giant in this 
man is just about to burst forth. 


Dr Chun Kai Lnk 
Associate Professor 
Department of Zoology, 

National University of Singapore 
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